GRADUATION OF DENTAL ENSIGNS 
OFFICERS CANDIDATE SCHOOL, 
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
27 AUGUST 1969 
BY 

REAR ADMIRAL M. G. TURNER, DC, USN 

CAPTAIN MOUL, CAPTAIN 
HUNLEY, COMMANDER MacKAY , GUESTS AND MEMBERS OF 
THE GRADUATING CLASS. 

IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE IN NEWPORT TODAY 
AND TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CEREMONY. I WISH 
TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK ALL OF YOU 
FOR INVITING ME TO THE FINE RECEPTION LAST 
EVENING. IT WAS AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO 
MEET MANY OF YOU AND YOUR LOVELY WIVES. 

I BRING GREETINGS FROM VICE ADMIRAL 
GEORGE M. DAVIS, MC , USN, SURGEON GENERAL OF 
THE NAVY; FROM REAR ADMIRAL E. C. RAFFETTO , 
DC, USN, CHIEF OF THE DENTAL DIVISION, AND FROM 
THE STAFF OF THE DENTAL DIVISION. 
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AS YOU MAY BE AWARE, AUGUST 19 69 IS THE MONTH 
THE DENTAL CORPS CELEBRATES ITS 57TH ANNIVERSARY. 
IT WAS ON 22 AUGUST 1912 THAT THE SECOND SESSION 
OF THE 6 2ND CONGRESS PASSED A LAW AUTHORIZING THE 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY TO APPOINT NOT MORE THAN 30 
ACTING ASSISTANT DENTAL SURGEONS TO BE PART OF THE 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. SINCE 
THAT TIME THE CORPS HAS GROWN TO APPROXIMATELY 2,000 
OFFICERS AND ABOUT 4,000 ENLISTED MEN. THROUGH 
THE EFFORTS OF MANY DEDICATED INDIVIDUALS THE NAVAL 
DENTAL CORPS HAS DEVELOPED A FINE RECORD OF 
DEVOTION TO DUTY AND AN ENVIABLE HISTORY OF HIGH 
PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE AND ACCOMPLISHMENT. WE 
CONTRIBUTE MUCH TO THE HEALTH AND PHYSICAL FITNESS 
OF PERSONNEL OF THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS AND ARE 
PROUD OF OUR HERITAGE AND SERVICE. 

I AM IMPRESSED AND DELIGHTED TO SEE SUCH A 
SPLENDID GROUP OF OFFICERS IN THIS CLASS. SINCE 
MANY OF YOU WILL BE ON ACTIVE DUTY NEXT SUMMER YOU 
WILL BE MOST APPRECIATIVE AND BETTER PREPARED FOR 
THIS NEW WAY OF LIFE, BECAUSE OF THE FINE TRAINING 
YOU HAVE COMPLETED HERE. THE GUIDANCE, COUNSEL 
AND INSTRUCTION GIVEN TO YOU BY THE DEDICATED 
PERSONNEL OF THIS COMMAND WILL SERVE YOU WELL. 



YOUR CLASS REPRESENTS 43 DIFFERENT SCHOOLS 
OF DENTISTRY AND 27 STATES . I AM CONFIDENT YOU 
HAVE MADE MANY FINE FRIENDSHIPS AMONG YOUR 
SHIPMATES DURING THIS TRAINING PERIOD. YOU HAVE 
ALSO LEARNED SOMETHING ABOUT THE NAVY , ITS CUSTOMS , 
TRADITIONS , ORGANIZATION , RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
TrJE ALL HAVE EVERY REASON TO BE PROUD TO SERVE WITH 
THE GREATEST NAVY IN THE WORLD. 

IT IS TRUE THAT YOU WILL HAVE SET CERTAIN 
GOALS WHEN YOU START YOUR CAREER. IN THE NAVY 
YOU HAVE AN EXCELLENT CHANCE TO ENHANCE YOUR 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SKILL . THIS 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WILL BE LARGELY YOUR OWN 
RESPONSIBILITY . THE BENEFITS YOU DERIVE FROM THE 
NAVY AS WELL AS YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NAVY 
DEPENDS UPON YOUR INITIATIVE AND PROGRESSIVE 
SPIRIT. MANY OFFICERS WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE 
PAST SET THEIR GOALS HIGH. BY SETTING AND 
MAINTAINING A COURAGEOUS AND STEADFAST COURSE MANY 
NOTEWORTHY AND IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
DENTAL PROFESSION AND TO THE NAVY ARE EVIDENT 
TODAY . 
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SOME OF THE QUALITIES REQUIRED OF A GOOD 
OFFICER ARE COMPARABLE TO THOSE OF A GOOD 
CITIZEN. FIRST , AMD MOST IMPORTANT, IS 
INTEGRITY OF CHARACTER - THE BASIS - FOR ALL 
OTHER ATTRIBUTES. SECOND, IS A KEEN SENSE OF 
DEDICATION COUPLED WITH AN ASPIRATION FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENT. THIRD, BUT 
NOT LEAST, IS THE CAPABILITY OF UNDERSTANDING 
PEOPLE. 

THIS IS STRONGLY BORNE OUT BY ADMIRAL 
CHARLES K. DUNCAN, USN , CHIEF OF NAVAL 
PERSONNEL, WHO STATES - WE MUST GIVE 
CONSIDERATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL. YOU, AS 
DENTAL OFFICERS , BECAUSE OF . OUR PERSONNEL AND 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION WITH PATIENTS WILL 
HAVE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO EXERT A FAVORABLE 
INFLUENCE ON THEM BY COURTEOUS AND EFFICIENT 
TREATMENT AS WELL AS PROVIDING THEM WITH THE 
BEST POSSIBLE DENTAL CARE. IN ADDITION , YOU 
MUST STRIVE TO IDENTIFY YOURSELVES AS PART OF 
THE NAVY - BECOME AN ESSENTIAL PART, AND A 
WELCOME ADDITION TO THE PERSONNEL WITH WHOM 
YOU SERVE, WHETHER, ASSIGNED ASHORE OR 
AT SEA. 
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HAVING THESE TRAITS WILL HELP YOU TO 
ACCOMPLISH YOUR PROFESSIONAL AND MILITARY 
DUTIES IN A COMMENDABLE MANNER. NEVER 
HESITATE TO GIVE FULLY OF YOURSELF AS THE 
REWARDS ARE MANY FOR THOSE WHO ARE WILLING 
TO GIVE , 

YOU , AND OTHER GRADUATES WHO WILL REPORT 
FOR DUTY NEXT SUMMER WILL REPRESENT ABOUT 20% 
OF THE AUTHORIZED STRENGTH OF THE DENTAL CORPS, 
WHICH NOW NUMBERS SLIGHTLY OVER 2,000 OFFICERS. 
THE NAVAL DENTAL CORPS PROVIDES TREATMENT FOR 
ABOUT 1,100,000 ACTIVE DUTY NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS PERSONNEL ; TO DEPENDENTS AT OVERSEAS 
BASES AND IN A FEW REMOTE AREAS IN THE STATES . 
WE ALSO PROVIDE DENTAL CARE TO RETIRED PERSONNEL. 

WHEN YOU REPORT FOR ACTIVE DUTY, YOU WILL 
BECOME PART OF ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST CAPABLE 
PROFESSIONAL GROUPS AS WELL AS ASSOCIATED WITH 
SOME OF THE FINEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD. I THINK 
ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE ASPECTS OF SERVING IN 
THE NAVY IS THE PROSPECTS OF ADVENTURE INHERENT 
IN A NAVY ENVIRONMENT. IN A FEW MOMENTS, I WOULD 
LIKE TO SHOW YOU A VUEGRAPH OF DISTRIBUTION OF 
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BILLETS TO WHICH YOU, AS DENTAL OFFICERS, MAY 
BE ASSIGNED. THE CHALLENGE AND ADVENTURE MAY 
NOT BE REALIZED IN MANY CASES, UNTIL SOME TIME 
IN THE FUTURE, BUT I AM SURE YOU WILL LOOK UPON 
YOUR SERVICE WITH PRIDE AND PLEASURE. SOME OF 
YOU MAY WISH TO RETURN TO THE NAVY AFTER YOU 
HAVE BEEN IN CIVILIAN PRACTICE. IF SO, I 
STRONGLY URGE EACH ONE OF YOU TO EARN THE 
FINEST RECORD POSSIBLE DURING YOUR ACTIVE 
DUTY SO THAT A SELECTION BOARD WOULD HAVE 
NO REASON TO DISAPPROVE SUCH A REQUEST . 
PRIOR TO WORLD WAR II ALL APPLICANTS FOR 
REGULAR NAVY DENTAL CORPS WERE REQUIRED TO 
TAKE ONE WEEK LONG COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
ENT RACING PROFESSIONAL CLINICAL, WRITTEN 
AND ORAL SEGMENTS. 

THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR DUTY ASSIGNMENTS 
IN THE DENTAL CORPS ARE MANY AND VARIED. IN 
ADDITION TO NAVAL ACTIVITIES LOCATED IN THE 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND MANY FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES, AND IN MANY TYPES OF SHIPS, 
WE ALSO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS. THE MARINE CORPS 
PROVIDES SOME OF OUR MOST INTERESTING 
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CHALLENGES ESPECIALLY AT THIS TIME. 

ALMOST ONE- FIFTH OF OUR DENTAL CORPS SERVE 
WITH. THE MARINES IN RECRUIT DEPOTS , MARINE BASES , 
MARINE AIR STATIONS AND IN THE FLEET MARINE 
FORCE IN VIETNAM. THE DENTAL OFFICERS AND 
ENLISTED TECHNICIANS ARE THE FINEST EVER 
DEPLOYED IN A COMBAT ZONE , AND ARE CONSTANTLY 
IMPROVING FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT. THE 
ESPRIT DE CORPS IS VERY HIGH AS EVIDENCED BY 
THE FACT, THAT AS MANY AS 2 5% OF OUR DENTAL 
TECHNICIANS HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO EXTEND THEIR 
TOUR OF DUTY IN VIETNAM. MANY OFFICERS HAVE 
ALSO VOLUNTEERED TO EXTEND THEIR TOUR OF 
DUTY IN VIETNAM. 

OF SPECIAL NOTE IS THE FACT THAT MANY 
OTHERS WHO HAVE SERVED IN VIETNAM HAVE 
REQUESTED TO AUGMENT INTO THE REGULAR 
NAVY FOLLOWING THEIR DUTY THERE . IT MAY BE 
OF INTEREST TO YOU THAT AS OF JULY 19 69 - 
97 DENTAL OFFICERS, .7 MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS 
OFFICERS, AND 137 DENTAL TECHNICIANS HAVE 
RECEIVED MEDALS AND AWARDS FOR SERVICE 
IN VIETNAM. 



PRESENTLY THERE ARE ABOUT 66 DENTAL OFFICERS 
WITH THE MARINES IN VIETNAM WHERE THEY OPERATE 
37 CLINICS. THEY ARE LOCATED IN QUONSET HUTS , 
WOODEN BUILDINGS, TENTS AND TRAILERS. EACH 
DENTAL OFFICER, WITHOUT EXCEPTION IS AN 
ENTHUSIASTIC AND DEDICATED OFFICER. MANY OF 
THEM HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE CIVIC ACTION PROGRAM. THIS PROGRAM 
PROVIDES DENTAL CARE TO THE VIETNAMESE IN 
NEARBY VILLAGES. OUR OFFICERS EXPRESS A 
GREAT SENSE OF SATISFACTION FOR THEIR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THIS PROGRAM - THE 
EXTENT OF WHICH IS UN EQUALED IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE DENTAL CORPS. 

MANY NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE 
ALSO BEING PROVIDED BY OUR DENTAL OFFICERS 
SERVING IN VIETNAM IN THE CONSTRUCTION 
BATTALIONS OR "CBS" AS WELL AS NAVAL SUPPORT 
ACTIVITIES IN DANANG, SAIGON, CAM RAHN BAY, AND 
IN SHIPS OPERATING IN THE SOUTH EAST ASIA AREA. 

I WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS SOME OTHER DUTY 
STATIONS THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU. ACTUALLY 
THERE IS REALLY NO DUTY STATION IN THE NAVY THAT 
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IS NOT A GOOD ONE. IT IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT. . 
I FEEL CERTAIN ALL OF YOU WILL GAIN MUCH IN 
MANY WAYS FROM WHATEVER ASSIGNMENT YOU HAVE. 

YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN SEEING THE 
PRESENT STATUS OF THE NAVAL DENTAL CORPS AS OF 
AUGUST 19 69. 

THE VUEGRAPH ILLUSTRATES THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO NUMBERS OF REGULAR, 
AND RESERVE DENTAL OFFICERS, THE RANK 
DISTRIBUTION, NEEDS AND ON BOARD COUNTS. 

THE NEXT VUEGRAPH ILLUSTRATES DIFFERENT 
AREAS OF ASSIGNMENTS, AND NUMBER OF DENTAL 
OFFICER BILLETS IN THE VARIOUS AREAS. 

WHERE EVER YOU ARE ASSIGNED, I TRUST 
YOU WILL REPRESENT YOURSELF . . . THE DENTAL 
PROFESSION, AND THE NAVY IN A CREDITABLE 
MANNER. AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 
YOU HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE 
AND TO SHARE THE SAME DEDICATION SERVICE THAT 
IS CHARACTERISTIC OF IT AND THE NAVAL DENTAL 
CORPS. 
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I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THANKS 
TO COMMANDER MacKAY, THE STAFF OF THE SCHOOL 
AND ALL OTHERS WHO ASSISTED IN THIS INDOCTRINATION 
AND FOR THE SPLENDID CONTRIBUTION THEY HAVE MADE. 

TO EACH OF YOU , I EXTEND MY SINCERE BEST 
WISHES FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS IN 
ALL OF YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVORS. YOUR EXPERIENCE 
IN THE NAVY WILL BE MOST REWARDING - IF YOU DO 
YOUR PART. 
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